Mr. Sam J. Varner
December 30, 1930 - July 22, 2020

Mr. Sam J. Varner, age 89, of Hatfield, Arkansas passed away Wednesday, July 22, 2020
in Mena.
Mr. Varner was born on December 30, 1930 in Hatfield, Arkansas to Earl and Pearl Varner.
He was a graduate of Hatfield High School and served his country in the United States
Army. He was elected Polk County Judge, a member of the Lions Club of Hatfield. For
seventy-five years he expressed his gift of music through his guitar.
He is survived by his brother, Bob Varner; four sons; and many grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.
A graveside service for Mr. Varner will be 2:00p.m. Saturday, July 25, 2020 at Six Mile
Cemetery in Hatfield, Arkansas under the direction of Beasley Wood Funeral Home. There
is general visitation and viewing at the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers the family requests donations be sent to Hatfield Cemetery Association,
5143 Hwy 71 S. Hatfield, AR 71945.
He was a member of Hatfield Church of Christ. He exhibited the character traits of love,
joy, peace, long suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self control.
He knew the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments for
this is the whole duty of man.
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter; Fear God, and keep His commandments,
for this is the whole duty of man.” Ecclesiastes 12:13
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Comments

“

I am very sorry to hear of Sam's passing. He was a good man who always had a
smile and friendly word for you when he saw you. I appreciate all his patience and
guidance while serving on the board for the Mena Polk County Senior Center. We
miss Mr. Sam greatly. My sincere condolences to his family. Thanks for everything
Sam...

Sara Holliday - August 04, 2020 at 04:18 PM

“

"I hope I conveyed my love and appreciation for Pops to him before his life on this
earth ended; however, it is a peculiar trait in human beings that much of what we
need to say re: love and well wishes often goes unspoken. It is men like Pops who
will remain worthy of our highest respect since they were part of the greatest
generation – a generation who understood these things: that there was nothing
whatsoever entertaining about war, that good common sense was the foundation of
wisdom, that the reward for a hard day's work was not measured in dollars and cents
alone, that a man's word should be as fixed as the rising of the sun, that to be
considered as having lived a dignified life decency and honesty must be a part of it if
not the whole, and most importantly of all, that nothing was of greater value than a
steadfast friend and a loving family. Pops and I had many discussions concerning
these matters, about war, about wisdom, about hard work, about taking a vow, about
integrity, about friendship and family. I can tell you unequivocally that he was, as
much as my own father was, one of my best moral compasses and a precise
example re: how one should live one's life in order to please their Creator. I have
immense sympathy for his friends, his family, and/or anyone else who was as
fortunate as I to have known him and are grieved by his passing, for he, indeed,
brought sweetness and light to this weary old world. Yet the Lord giveth and the Lord
taketh away, blessed be the name of the Lord." Susi

Susan Ross Varner - July 27, 2020 at 02:13 PM

“

Our hearts are saddened by the loss of our friend. I worked with him at the
Courthouse for many years. Love to hear him play his guitar. We were blessed to
have him as our friend.

Jimmie and Mary Ann Winters - July 25, 2020 at 10:49 AM

“

Sue Wright Powell lit a candle in memory of Mr. Sam J. Varner

Sue Wright Powell - July 24, 2020 at 03:27 PM

“

Dear Cousin.... your time here on this cruel earth may be finished, but now it’s time
for you to receive your well deserved rewards.
Sam was (is) a class act! A gentleman in all aspects! I’ve looked up to him all my life.
I count him as a good friend as well as cherished 1st cousin. He has been an
inspiration for how we should all live. I never saw him without a smile on his face and
a kind greeting offered. We will meet again one day and I’ll look forward to hearing
you sing those old time religion songs again.
A life well lived!
My sincere condolences to his family.
David Brewer

David Brewer - July 23, 2020 at 03:16 PM

“

Well said Brother Dave! Sam was the first, 1st Cousin I remember as a little kid. He was in
charge of the Seven Valley Cheese Plant on the hill just up from Mena Street. Grandpa and
Grandma lived where the little white Church now stands at the end of Mena Street at the
Junction with Dallas Ave. I would walk up the hill and spend hours with Sam and Oliver
Chambers in the Plant. Around that time Sam and his band ?? Ramblers were featured on
brand new KENA radio every afternoon. It was often said he could have went to Nashville
but he stayed at home. A man of many talents. Sam built several bridges in Polk County
and done more for Polk County's roads than any Judge in memory. Not long before COVID
Linda and I spent all afternoon with Sam at Peach Tree. He allowed me to videotape a
lengthy interview. Sam's oral history will be shared in my upcoming Polk County History
book.
God rest this fine gentleman's soul. Some day I look forward to seeing Cousin Sam in the
Great Beyond. Bob Brewer
Bob Brewer - July 27, 2020 at 08:27 AM

“

Sam was such a good man! I will never forget how sweet he was to my aunt, Pat
Scott, when she was dying. He will be missed!

April Reed - July 23, 2020 at 12:40 PM

“

What can I say about this wonderful kind man I called my friend?! I loved this man
dearly, as I am sure all who had the honor of knowing him did. I will miss him
tremendously! Sam made everyone he talked to feel special. He was always greeted
one with a smile and laughter and made you feel so happy to be in his presence. He
certainly was one of my most favorite friends!!
I met Sam, Mary Sue when they were playing with Betty Beck’s Band and were
playing at Queen Wilhelmina Lodge in 1998. (I was staying at the lodge. This was
before I retired and I was still working and living in Texas). Little did I know I would
one day be playing with their band!! ...,. Now I am the last living member of the band.
They were all my friends and I really miss them!
The world and Mena will not be the same without Sam!! It has been an honor to
know Sam, play music with him, and call him my friend.
My sincere condolences to his dear family as you grieve the loss of this most
precious man. RIP Sam, until we meet again...
Hope Reed-Main

Hope Reed-Main - July 23, 2020 at 08:55 AM

“

Sue Bissell lit a candle in memory of Mr. Sam J. Varner

Sue Bissell - July 22, 2020 at 10:32 PM

“

All of us at Peachtree sure do miss Sam, he made us smile when we were down, he just
made everyone Feel Good, RIP sweet Friend
Sue - July 26, 2020 at 07:14 PM

“

Sam Varner and his Brother, Bob, are two of the nicest people I have known for
about the past 40years. They used to play (for free) at the annual Lum & Abner days
when it was sponsored by the Optimist club. Sam would invite me on stage to sing
Danny Boy. That was one of two songs I knew.
He will be missed. God bless him and his family.
Jim Neugent

Jim Neugent - July 22, 2020 at 08:52 PM

